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Ambassador in London, worked on parallel lines, the former trying
to soothe the ruffled feelings of the Russians, and the latter to per-
suade Lansdowne to make a friendly advance. The argument which
was going on behind the scenes is fully disclosed in the dispatches
of October, 1905. On October 14 M. Bompard repeated for the
information of Lord Lansdowne a conversation* he had had with
Count Lamsdorff, the Russian Foreign Secretary :
He (Count Lamsdorff) spoke at first in somewhat strong terms of the Anglo-
Japanese agreement which, he said, had in spite of the pacificatory explanation
which accompanied it, shocked Russia by the directness of its intention.
Previous to the outbreak of war England had been in negotiation with Russia
on many pending questions in Asia and these discussions had been necessarily
interrupted on the commencement of hostilities. Before even the war had
been concluded England, regardless of her previous negotiations, had changed
the whole situation and had endeavoured to impose her will and that of
Japan upon the remaining Powers in Asia. This proceeding had caused deep
dissatisfaction not only in Russia but also in Germany and the United States.2 "
England had repeated in Asia the same policy which she had followed in
Africa and had caused such a shock to the whole world that it became neces-
sary to put an end to such proceedings once and for all. The way to do so
would be to form a coalition of Powers, which need not have an aggressive
character, as a counterpoise to the Anglo-Japanese Alliance, in the same
manner that the political equilibrium of Europe was maintained by the Dual
and Triple Alliances, and a combination of Russia, France, Germany and
tie United States would serve that purpose.
Dark hints of an impending coalition with the United States against
Great Britain were at this time among the counters of both Russian
and German diplomacy, and they received some colour from the
known intimacy of Roosevelt with the German Kaiser, and the part
which the former had played in bringing about peace between Russia
and Japan. As a matter of fact Roosevelt had declared himself well
satisfied with the Anglo-Japanese Treaty and in a few weeks' time
he was to disappoint the Kaiser by transferring his support to France
on the Morocco question.
1 Gooch and Temperley, Vol. IV, p. 211.
2 Marginal comment by Lord Lansdowne :  " This is quite unsupported
by the evidence."
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